
Summer Assignment - AP US History 
 

Welcome to AP US History! I look forward to meeting you next fall and embarking on an exciting and in depth exploration of the 
history of our country. To prepare for this journey, we need you to begin reading the AP US History text.  We have approximately 33 
weeks during the school year to cover 32 chapters of the text. Covering some of the text over the summer allows us time to focus on 
specific issues during the school year.  Additionally, this will allow our class some much needed review time for the AP test in May.  
 

Part 1 – Chapter Reading & Notes 
 

1. Over the summer months, you will be required to read Chapters 1-5 of your online AP US History resource book.  These 
combined chapters are short and concise, and are a total of 54 pages total.  This is significantly less than our typical 
summer assignment reading of 120 pages from our textbook.  But since textbooks cannot be issued due to the Shelter in 
Place orders, this is the option that we will go forward with. 

 

2. After you complete each chapter reading, you will be required to create 3-4 pages of original Cornell notes on each chapter. 
Practicing this will serve you well, as we will be building and using your notes throughout the year in your AP US History 
Toolkit.  Listed below are the specific requirements for each of the required chapter notes.  

 

a. Four Chapters = 3-4 pages of notes per chapter.  Please read the instructions, watch the video tutorial, 
and review the rubric posted on Google Classroom.! Make sure you don’t over do it.  Writing 7-8 pages of 
notes will not be a useful study tool.  

b. All of your notes must be handwritten, as neatly as possible.  (Typed notes will not be accepted) 
c. Paper size must be 8.5” x 11”. It is recommended that you use the AP History Cornell Notes Format that is 

available for download on Mr. Gibson’s website.  Paper smaller than 8.5” x 11” will not be accepted. 
d. All of your notes must be original or rephrased from the text.   Obviously copying key terms, sub-chapter 

headings, etc… is okay.  However simply copying large areas of text, definitions from the glossary, timelines, 
PowerPoints or PDF’s from the internet,  etc…will not be accepted.  If you do so, your notes will be 
considered plagiarized, and you will receive a zero on this portion of your summer assignment. 

e. Your notes should be your summary of the main concepts and terms from each chapter. Make sure to skip no 
more than 1 line when organizing your notes.  Excessive spacing will result in the loss of points for this 
portion of the Summer Assignment.  

f. Inclusion of a thesis, relevant historical themes, and reflection/summary are required for all chapter 
notes.  Please see the Chapter Notes Rubric for more details.  

g. Notes will be turned in to Google Classroom by taking pictures or scanning a PDF of your notes. If you need 
assistance with this please ask Mr. Gibson.  

 

Part 2 – The Components of the AP Test 
 

1. At the beginning of the summer, please join the APUSH Summer Assignment Google 
Classroom.  Follow the steps below to join.  

a. Sign into your sonomaschools.org account. 
b. Navigate to Google Classroom – www.classroom.google.com 
c. Click the + button in the upper right hand corner of the screen. 
d. Click “Join Class” – Type in the Code on the right – Click Join 

 
2. Practicing the skills and questions seen on the APUSH Test is the central idea behind Part 2 of the Summer Assignment.  In 

this portion of the assignment you will be practicing the common skills that we will be practicing throughout the year.  This 
portion of the Summer Assignment will be completed on Google Classroom and in Google Doc’s.  If you have technology 
issues please immediately contact Mr. Gibson.  

  
3. The components of the AP course that you will be practicing are listed below. Each will have an accompanying “How To” 

video that will be posted on YouTube by Mr. Gibson.  Please make sure you watch the videos, and read the support 
documents prior to practicing each AP Skill.  

a. 4 Practice Thesis Statements 
b. CAPPT / Annotate 1 DBQ Doc Set (7 Documents Total) 
c. Long Essay Intro / Supporting Paragraph Practice 
d. DBQ Essay Intro / Supporting Paragraph Practice 

 
4. Since all students have been issued Chromebooks, technology should not prevent you from completing this assignment.  If 

you don’t have access to wifi/internet or a computer it is imperative that you let Mr. Gibson know as soon as 
possible so a solution can be created.  Make sure that you click “TURN IN” on Google Classroom only when you are 
100% done, as you will lose editing privileges.  

 
DUE DATE / GRADING  
 

By choosing to take AP, you are expected to complete this assignment. Your chapter notes and Components of the AP Test 
document will be due the first day of class, which at this point is Monday, August 17, 2020.  Your summer assignment will be 
worth 20% of your 1st semester grade, and may not be turned in late. If any part of your project is found to be plagiarized 
or copied you will receive a zero for the summer assignment.  
 

MID-SUMMER CHECK IN / EXTRA CREDIT  
 

http://www.classroom.google.com/


You will have the opportunity to add some extra credit to your grade while completing your summer assignment.  If you can show 
Mr. Gibson that you have completed 3 chapters of reading, along with all the corresponding Cornell Notes required, you will be able 
to add 50 extra credit points to your summer assignment grade.  All evidence must be received by Mr. Gibson Friday July 17th, by 
the end of the day in Google Classroom.   If you have vacation conflicts with the check in date, please contact Mr. Gibson.  
 

QUESTIONS / SUGGESTIONS  
 

Please take time to enjoy your summer.  But don’t wait until the last minute to start your summer assignment. AP US History is going 
to be fun and challenging, and I want you to start the fall semester successfully. To that end, I would suggest spending a week on 
each portion of the assignment.  Breaking the project up into small pieces will help you complete the assignment on time, and will 
keep your stress level at a minimum.  If you have any questions regarding the summer assignment, please feel free to 
contact either Mr. Gibson via email at agibson@sonomaschools.org   These instructions and other support material 
will be available on Mr. Gibson’s website at mrgibsonsvhs.com  
 

Grading Rubric – AP US History Summer Assignment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.mrgibsonsvhs.com/


Revised Themes in American History 
Effective 2019-2020 

 
The themes serve as the connective tissue of the course and enable students to create meaningful 
connections across units. They are often broader ideas that become threads that run throughout the course. 
Revisiting them and applying them in a variety of contexts helps students to develop deeper conceptual 
understanding. All questions on the AP U.S. History Exam will measure student understanding of the 
themes listed below. 
 
 

1. American and National Identity =  “NAT”  
This theme focuses on how and why definitions of American and national identity and values have 
developed among the diverse and changing population of North America as well as on related topics, 
such as citizenship, constitutionalism, foreign policy, assimilation, and American exceptionalism.  

 
2. Work, Exchange, and Technology = “WXT”  

This theme focuses on the factors behind the development of systems of economic exchange, 
particularly the role of technology, economic markets, and government.  

 
3. Geography and the Environment =  “GEO”  

This theme focuses on the role of geography and both the natural and human-made environments in 
the social and political developments in what would become the United States.  

 
4. Migration and Settlement =  “MIG”  

This theme focuses on why and how the various people who moved to and within the United States 
both adapted to and transformed their new social and physical environments.  

 
5. Politics and Power = “POL”  

This theme focuses on how different social and political groups have influenced society and 
government in the United States as well as how political beliefs and institutions have changed over 
time.  

 
6. American in the World = “WOR”  

This theme focuses on the interactions between nations that affected North American history in the 
colonial period and on the influence of the United States on world affairs.  

 
7. American and Regional Culture = “ARC”  

This theme focuses on the how and why national, regional, and group cultures developed and 
changed as well as how culture has shaped government policy and the economy. 

 
8. Social Structures = “SOC”  

This theme focuses on how and why systems of social organization develop and change as well as 
the impact that these systems have on the broader society. 

 


